Before it reaches the underworld, the souls of one or two relatives who participate in the chant are sent to catch up with it. They are endowed with qawil-gifts of the souls of rice, pigs, and chickens (the underworld being the source of fertility)-by the deceased. The moment when they meet is marked by the possession. The chant uses the epic melody and formulaic language, the deceased being named by the appropriate epic hero's name (Stanyukovich 1998) . The third genre is that of non-epic funeral chants spread outside the hudhud area of Ifugao.
The most interesting directions in oral tradition studies of the Philippines are found in the works of Nicole Revel. Among them are the notion of "multiple drafts" in epic performance (1996) and the study of environmental knowledge as expressed in oral tradition, or "flowers of speech " (1990-92) , inspired by the path-breaking works of Harold C. Conklin. Revel's holistic approach, based on thirty years of field studies of the Palawan epics, has resulted in stereoscopic vision of oral tradition and the society that produced it.
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